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measures which met with disfavour in the Lords, he
was certainly active in negotiating compromises, and
on two of them quite successful. These were the
Endowed Schools Act, the University Tests Act, and
the Elementary Education Act.

The Endowed Schools Act was the first legislative
fruit of his Lord Presidency, but, although he piloted
it with admirable tact and resource through the House
of Lords, it was far more exclusively Forster's measure
than his own. It was a notable instalment of educational
reform, and the service it rendered the middle classes
in this respect forms a worthy parallel to the great work
achieved in the following year by the same hands in
the fields of universal elementary education. The Bill,
however, dealt not too tenderly with the law of trusts,
and was inclined to treat ancient endowments with
scant respect. On this account it was regarded with a
good deal of suspicion by the Lords. Forster, however,
made concessions, and de Grey supplemented them
with conciliatory assurances on doubtful points, and
after some grumbling the Bill passed. But trouble
soon arose over the Radical interpretation placed upon
their powers by the Commissioners appointed under the
Act, and an amending Act became necessary, especially,
as certain powers created under the original Act were,
to expire in 1873. De Grey opened negotiations with
Salisbury in the summer of 1872 and various concessions
were agreed upon. Eventually, Salisbury consented to
waive all opposition to the amending Bill, on condition
that the powers of the Commissioners should be re-
considered by Parliament at the end of another year.1
Even then, as he afterwards confessed, it was only out
of personal regard for de Grey that he let the Bill pass.*

On the University Tests Bill the conflict between the
two Houses was more serious.   When it first came before

* Letters to and from Salisbury, August 9 (2) and 17, 1872 ; July 26 (2)
and 27, 1873.
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